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Biographical Note The Moore Family Papers contain items relating to the Moore, Seltzer, Lash, and Miller 
Families of Womelsdorf, Pennsylvania and Redlands, California. The men on the Seltzer-Moore side of the 
family worked largely in the livestock trade, and often worked together in their horse- and mule-trading 
businesses. William Michael Seltzer Moore inherited William Groff Moore’s Kentucky mule business for a 
time, when his father moved the family from Pennsylvania to Redlands, California in 1895, possibly for 
health reasons. Once in Redlands, William Groff Moore purchased the local newspaper the Redlands Daily 
Facts.  
 
Scope and Content Note This collection is organized into 6 boxes. Boxes 1-3 contain correspondence, 
organized alphabetically by the last name of the sender. Letters between the same sender and addressee 
are grouped in the same folder(s), and organized chronologically. Most of the folders contain between 1 and 
5 letters, but here are a handful of more lengthy and interesting correspondence series.  
 
The first are 43 letters sent to Rebecca Lash Miller by J. A. Heagy, her longtime suitor. The correspondence, 
dated between 1861 and 1865, describes the couples courtship, secret engagement, and break up. Heagy 
was studying to be a minister, and Miller’s parents actively discouraged their relationship, possibly on the 
grounds that Miller possessed little wealth. The letters could be of use to a scholar interested in the culture 
of 19th-century courtship, perhaps particularly the interesting literary genre of the love-letter. Heagy’s 
demonstrative and lengthy missives negotiate a fine balance between making love with paper and pen and 
confronting the practical, business side of marriage, and would make a fine case study.  
 
The next lengthy series 28 are letters from Maria N. James to Dr. John P. Moore, dated between 1869 and 
1871. The correspondence between James and Moore is that of friends, though perhaps not strictly. James’ 
letters betray her jealousy over Moore’s time spent with mutual female friends in company, and James’ 
laments that the two of them will never be more than friends. James works in secretarial positions, and 
often wishes she had more time to be sociable and be seen. Again, these letters might be of use to scholars 



interested in the history of 19th century courtship and love (though this was strictly flirtation, it is clear that 
James feels deeply for Moore).  
 
The largest series of correspondence in the collection are the 53 letters from William Groff Moore to his son 
William M. S. Moore, between the years 1884 and 1897. The letters begin when William M. S. Moore is still 
in school, and these are generally filled with the news and gossip of their town, (Womelsdorf, PA), and 
advice about career training and his son’s studies. Often, William G. Moore writes about the family business 
trading Kentucky Mules, and it is clear that he hopes his son will inherit control over it one day. The 
business-related letters cover everything from managing hired help to traveling for work, and as the years 
go by, business is increasingly a topic. The correspondence tracks William G. Moore’s travels west in the 
mid-1890s, and his eventual choice to move his family to Southern California. By 1895, William G. Moore 
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had purchased a house in Redlands and majority ownership of the local newspaper, the Redlands Daily 
Facts. He had turned the mule-trading business over to his son. These letters might be a rich source for 
scholars interested in late-19th century migrations to southern California. They chart a long process of 
decision-making as Moore moved his money, family, property, and business goals across the continent. A 
series of 14 letters addressed to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore from her friend Ada (last name unknown) 
between 1888 and 1900 can be found in Box 3. These are mostly chatty letters that cover things like mutual 
friends, church and family events, art and craft projects, condolences and congratulations. Ada writes often 
about courtship, engagement, and marriage, as the letters span a time period in which she, Sadie, and 
some mutual friends are going through those events.  
 
Boxes 4-6 of the collection contain ephemera. The items are grouped according to content and organized 
alphabetically by the folder title. The boxes contain a large number of legal and professional documents like 
property deeds and mortgages, business accounts and ledgers, and receipts. There are also a number of 
graphic items, largely postcards and photo albums relating to the Moore family’s time in Redlands, 
California. Some groups of note are Michael Seltzer’s business papers, relating to his horse-trading business, 
the postcard collection of Southern California landscapes, houses, vegetation, and orchards, and the 
business papers of Siebert and Moore.  
 
Container List  
 
Box 1 – Correspondence, B-K  
1. Bassett, -----. 1 letter (1877) to Dr. John P. Moore. 2. Benson, D. E. 1 letter (1895) to Isaac R. Lash. 3. 
Benson, D. E. 1 letter (1990) to William M. S. Moore. 4. Benson, L. 4 letters (1870) to Isaac R. Lash. 5. 
Benson, Susan E. 4 letters (1900 – 1902) to Rebecca Lash Miller. 6. Benson, Susan E. 1 letter (1900) to 
Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 7. Brewer, John. 2 letters (1885) to William M. S. Moore. 8. B----, [Fannie?] S. 1 
letter (1891) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 9. Calm, Rudolph J. 1 letter (1885) to William M. S. Moore. 10. 
Carter, W. H. 4 letters (1881 – 1885) to William M. S. Moore. 11. Clausen, Henry S. 1 letter (1895) to 
William M. S. Moore. 12. Crouch, Maxwell. 1 letter (1895) to William Groff Moore. 13. Dechant, Evelyn. 1 
letter (1886) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 14. [Eberly?], H. B. 1 letter (1885) to William M. S. Moore. 15. 
Faust, W. F. 1 letter (1885) to William M. S. Moore. 16. Filbert, J. F. 1 letter (1893) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller 
Moore. 17. [Fisher?], Eva. 5 letters (1893 – 1900) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 18. Gates, Isaac R. 3 
letters (1865) to Rebecca Lash Miller. 19. Good, Hannah. 2 letters (1874) to [Catherine Hain Seltzer?]. Also 
included is letter enclosed from E. S. Good to Michael Seltzer. Moore Family Papers – Finding Aid - 5 20. 
Good, Susie. 2 letters (1887 – 1888) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 21. Girnand, E. E. 1 letter (1899?) to 
Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 22. Groh, Margaret. 4 letters (1888 – 1900) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 23. 
Heagy, J. A. 43 letters (1861 – 1865) to Rebecca Lash Miller. 24. Heilman, Mary A. 5 letters (1864 – 1867) 
to Rebecca Lash Miller. 25. H----, B. 1 letter (1885) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 26. H----, Lizzie M. 5 
letters (1887 – 1889) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 27. James, Maria N. 14 letters (1869 – 1870) to Dr. 
John D. Moore. 28. James, Maria N. 14 letters (1870 – 1871) to Dr. John D. Moore. 29. Johnson, A. L. D. 2 
letters (1885) to William M. S. Moore. 30. Kelker, William A. 1 letter (1891) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 



31. Kemper, Celie. 3 letters (1888 – 1889) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 32. Kenney, Sarah J. 2 letters 
(1886 – 1890) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 33. Kreider, Anna B. 1 letter (1929) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller 
Moore.  
 
Box 2 – Correspondence, L-M  
1. [Landis?], Hattie. 1 letter (1886) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
2. Miller, Rebecca Lash. 9 letters (1887 – 1891) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
3. [Moore, Elmira Seltzer]. 7 letters (1884 – 1899) to William M. S. Moore.  
4. [Moore?], Maggie. 1 letter (1871) to Dr. John P. Moore.  
5. Moore, Marion. 3 letters (1870) to Dr. John P. Moore.  
6. Moore, Mary. 1 letter (approx. 1908 – 1910) to Ella [Moore?].  
7. Moore, Mary. 2 letters (1911) to Rebecca Lash Miller.  
8. Moore, Mary. 5 letters (1908) to Sarah “Sadie” Lash Miller.  
9. Moore, Mary. 3 letters (1908 – 1921) to William M. S. Moore.  
10. Moore, Mary “May” C. 7 letters (1884 – 1900) to William M. S. Moore.  
11. Moore, Mary “May” C. 2 letters (1928 – 1930) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore. 4 items.  
12. Moore, Paul Walter. 4 letters (1893 – 1926) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
13. Moore, Paul Walter. 1 letter (1919) to William M. S. Moore.  
14. Moore, Paul Walter. 1 letter (1925).  
15. Moore, Sarah “Sadie” Miller. 1 letter (1901) to Rebecca Lash Miller.  
16. Moore, Thomas P. 1 letter (1900) to William M. S. Moore.  
17. Moore, William Groff. 1 letter (1805) to Reverend William Bowen.  
18. Moore, William Groff. 30 letters (1884 – 1894) to William M. S. Moore.  
19. Moore, William Groff. 23 letters (1895 – 1897) to William M. S. Moore.  
20. Moore, William M. S. 1 letter (1866) to Levi Seltzer.  
21. Moore, William M. S. 1 letter (1894) to W. K. Seltzer.  
22. Mountz, Harry J. 1 letter (1912) to William M. S. Moore.  
 
Box 3 – Correspondence, P-W and unknown  
1. Pauli, Philip. 1 letter (1774) to Johanes Lash. 2 items.  
2. Peterson, M. M. 5 letters (1870 – 1877) to Dr. John P. Moore.  
3. Rutter, Amos. 2 letters (1867 – 1868) to Rebecca Lash Miller.  
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4. Rutter, Lillian M. 1 letter (undated) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
5. Saltzer, J. E. 1 letter ([18]92) to William M. S. Moore.  
6. Sassaman, Ella. 1 letter (1890) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
7. Schaffer, Claire M. 1 letter (1893) to William M. S. Moore.  
8. Searle, Nettie. 1 letter (undated) to Dr. John P. Moore.  
9. Seltzer, Levi. 1 letter (1868) to [Elmira Seltzer?].  
10. Seltzer, Levi. 11 letters (1866 – 1876) to Michael Seltzer.  
11. Seltzer, Levi. 9 letters (1873 – 1878) to William M. S. Moore.  
12. Smith, Francis E. 1 letter (1888) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
13. Spotz, B. M. R. 1 letter (1884) to William M. S. Moore.  
14. Swope, Mary. 2 letters (1890 – 1891) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
15. Uhrich, Mary Jane. 2 letters (1891) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
16. Weidman, Grant. 1 letter (1895) to William M. S. Moore.  
17. -----, Ada. 14 letters (1888 – 1900) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
18. -----, Anna. 5 letters (1888 – 1891) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
19. -----, Annie. 1 letter (1886) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
20. -----, Amy. 1 letter (1901) to Rebecca Lash Miller.  
21. -----, Beckie. 3 letters (1885) to William M. S. Moore.  
22. -----, “Daught”. 1 letter (1888) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  



23. -----, Ella. 1 letter (1900) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
24. -----, Elvy. 6 letters (1889? – 1900) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
25. -----, Flo. 1 letter (1888) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
26. -----, Floyd and Sallie. 1 letter (1891) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
27. -----, Ida. 2 letters (1887 – 1889) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
28. -----, John. 1 letter (1873) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
29. -----, Katherine. 1 letter (1890) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
30. -----, Lillie. 7 letters (1888 – 1893) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
31. -----, Lizzie. 1 letter (1889) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
32. -----, Louise. 4 letters (1885 – 1886) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
33. -----, Mame. 2 letters (1885 – 1886) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
34. -----, May. 3 letters (1895 – 1900) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
35. -----, Mary. 1 letter (1891) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
36. -----, Ellie. 1 letter (1890) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
37. [unknown author]. 1 letter (1887) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
38. [unknown author]. 1 letter (1900) to Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore.  
39. [unknown author]. 1 letter (1884) to William M. S. Moore.  
 
Box 4 – Ephemera, Bonds - Newspapers  
1. Bonds (1860 – 1892). 7 items.  
2. Deeds (1811 – 1895). 11 items.  
3. Envelopes (1887 – 1907). 9 items.  
4. Letters of Attorney. 2 items (1924).  
5. Michael Seltzer Business Documents (1839 – 1890). 29 items.  
6. Miscellaneous Ephemera (1887 – 1899). 8 items.  
7. Miscellaneous Legal Documents (1836 – 1920). 16 items. 
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8. Moore and Potter Business Ledger (1803 – 1914). 1 item.  
9. Mortgages (1844 – 1924). 9 items.  
10. Newspapers, Supplements, Clippings (1886 – 1901). 6 items.  
 
Box 5 – Ephemera, Postcards – Photo Album (1871)  
1. Postcards (1885 – 1915). 44 items.  
2. Receipts and Accounts (1860 – 1910). 34 items.  
3. Seibert and Moore Business Documents (1862 – 1871). 26 items.  
4. Seltzer and Moore Business Ledgers (1873). 2 items. 5. Wedding and Graduation Announcements (1887 
– 1894). 12 items. 6. William Groff Moore Account Ledgers (1881 – 1898). 5 items.  
7. Photo Album (1871). 1 item.  
 
Box 6 – Ephemera, Photo Albums (1905 – 1916)  
1. Photo Album (1905). 1 item.  
2. Photo Album (1906). 1 item.  
3. Photo Album (1915 – 1916). 1 item.  
4. Photo Album (undated). 1 item.  
Oversize Items (housed separately)  
1. Illustrated Redlands (1897): book  
2. Fun With Fritz (1986): book  
3. Redlands Yesterdays (1983): book  
4. Photo – Seltzer and Moore Mule Dealers (undated)  
5. Photo Album (undated)  
 
Family tree  



Moore –Seltzer Family: Dr. William Moore (1810-1872) was the father of Dr. John P. Moore (1847-?) and 
William Groff Moore (1841-1899). William Groff Moore married Elmira Seltzer Moore, daughter of Catherine 
Hain Seltzer (1807-1870) and Michael Seltzer (1807-1896), sister of Levi Seltzer (1832-1918). William Groff 
Moore and Elmira Seltzer Moore (1841-1902) had three children: Paul Walter Moore (1876-1942), Mary 
“May” C. Moore (1867-1935), and William Michael Seltzer Moore (1866-1927).  
 
Lash-Miller Family: Isaac R. Lash (1818-1903) was the father of Rebecca Lash Miller (1846-1929), wife of 
Henry H. Miller and mother Mary R. Miller and Sarah “Sadie” Miller Moore (1868-?). Sarah “Sadie” Miller 
Moore married William Michael Seltzer Moore, and they had two children: Mary Moore and Ella Moore. 


