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Non-British migrants and thekr communifies were an Integrat patt of the multifaceted and mutticuttural sature of the British
Empire. Their history. however. goes bayend a dearly delineated narrative of the Empire and includes transnational and truly

reftian within the structures of the Beitish Emgpire

pursued over mere than two centuries in a mullitude of geographical setiings. is the constitutive framework of the present
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MIGRATION AND BUSINESS VENTURES: GERMAN-SPEAKING
MIGRANTS AND COMMERCIAL NETWORKS IN THE
EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY BRITISH ATLANTICWORLD

Mark Hiberlein

Scoundrels or Entreprencurs? Changing Views of the ‘Newdander'

In September 1744, the saddler Philipp Schitz, a native of Nec

migrants to Pennsylvania. In the early 17508, at least two immigrant s
cartying g3o passengers were consigned to him. In May 1751 Curteus
signed a contract with John Stedmam and Hope & Company of Rotterdam
that historian Marianne Wokeck has characterised as a “most ambitious
and elaborate arrangement”. In the parmership agreement that extended
from 1752 to 1754, “the Roterdam merchants agreed with Curteus that
he would procure cmigrants — in return for a share of 400 passengers
for his own ships, one-eighth of the profits, and one-third of the commis-
sion in Philadelphia - while Stedman and Isaac Hope would obtain and
pay for ‘the needful Dutch and Prussian passes for the passengers’™
Wokeck's assumption that this partnership “was short-lived and not yery
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The case of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, a regionally impen
cial and administrative centre in the hinterland of Philadely
the extent and character of wansatlantic business ties bo
Europe and colonial America. Lancaster had some 3,01

rfant commeoer-
hig, illustrates
tween central
wi inhabitants

on the eve of American independence, and about two thirds of them

were German-speaking immigrants or their descendoents.
German-speaking traders, inukeepers and artisans who we

B AL lesst ten

re residents of

Lancaster travelled back to their native regions in southwest Germany

and Switzerland berween 1736 and 1769 in order to collec
and purchase trade goods. Thus Sebastian Graff, a native o
the principality of Brandenburg-Anshach, first eame to A
but returned to Germany in 1733, carrying an order for men
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the above-mentioned Caspar Wistar o his partner in Neckargemimd,

After marrying in Germany, Graff crossed the ocean one
tled in Lancaster in 173609 Heinrich Basler, a linen weave
village near the town of Heilbronn in the Kraichgau wh
Pennsylvania in 1732 and became an early leader of the Re
gation in Lancaster, made a journey to Genmany in 1747
Philadelphia after his remm® In 140, the trader and Ly
elder Ludwig Stein, who had just come back frorm German
Latheran congregation in Lancaster with a silver chalice,
fine attar cloth ont of gratefulness for his safe remm #*
dents of Lancaster made the journey back to Enrope durin
Johann Hegetschwiler, an immigrant from the Zurich can
crossed the ocean at least three times between 1764 and 17
Wistay, these men imported goods which could not be
Great Britain in comparable quality or which were in par
among German-speaking settlers: rifles, iron tools, silks,
hooks, Rhine wine as well as specialised items like glasse
rors and musical instruments 3
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3 On the importance of these newspapers for the German-speakin
munity in Pennsylvania and neighhoutitig colimies, see Wil Paul Ada
Gerran-language Press and the American Revatution”, i The Press
Revohation, eds. Bernard Bailbyn and [ohn B Heonch {Worcester, Mus
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