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"In the year . 171 : i
Rudolph and Helchior; ), tYO, B
pottagrove, at. that t:l.me ca

Thus begina ‘a mdrandun on ‘tha=‘ ‘, 1624 *
Hoch, a grandson of Rudolph: Hoch:: Thie' deuorandum. (s c’upy L of which:d
file; of the family Historisin, has: beenthe:babie for:: lilwubsaguen

ily. Abrgham must: be’ tega‘rded ag:the ‘first gencdlogiat: of
:::J;m Ii vag also ‘through his: déforts that tombstones: mark the: g
Hoch and his wife Veronica ‘in ‘the: -fdmily graveyard on tha Jghmmet llbch’x_
in Oley, Berks county, Pennsylvgnigg:.,.:,- 7 .

Rudolph and Helﬁhi.or 1!!0" h were

- th,
northern Switzerland. f Paoplé‘ of the Mennionite faith were ha‘rasseﬁ and ersecut
in many parts of Europe 1nc1udiug Switzerland and as a result fled to countries
vhere they could find reug.‘,.ous f:eedqg. At is prequme;l that Rudc :

_ two shillings and six pence.!! :
odger Hi of Skoolkill" inm 1721 -
"Rode Hie of Scoolkil" in- 1722 pai.d tax of one shilling.
Johannes or John Hoch son of audolph 18 said to have been mar:iad to

Susanna Herbein while he was’ liviug with his fdther at the Schuylkill, The ﬂerbe

fanily, of Huguemot or:lgin, was'd e of r.he fi.rat families to locate in the Oley
valley, (See appendix A1 "on "the

"Ruedy Hoqch UPQP Schqqlki.ll above the Erench c;-

In his memorandum. Abré,h'ﬁﬁ Hoch statea that his father, John, located 1.n T i

Oley about 1725, 1It:appears. that .when Jo;m Hoch removed to Oley his parents,
Rudolph and Veronica Hoch, .and: his brothet, Samuel Hoch, came with him, The deed to
this Oley plantation: is; dated January 30, 1728 : It probably was one of ‘the ﬂtst -

vhite settlements in the. Oley .Valley, ;An abstract of the cha:l.n oE title ie shown
in the appendix A-~1i.

When Veronica the wife ‘of Rudolph Hoch ‘died, in 1728, % teﬁarian bui'tél" ;
80 feet square, was get aside on the homestead and here the mothar of the Hochs nf

was buried. Twenty yedrs later hér husband Rudolph ‘was ‘buried by her side, In
this small cemetery repose six generations of ;the Hoch family;: Rudolpl;z -and Varggie
ca, John and Susanna, Abraham, 8r. and Susan, Abraham, Jr, and Susan, G:I.de ;

Suﬂan Gideon W, and Naom{, The plotig walled 'in and well kept,

Rudolph and Veronica are marked with red‘stone slabs erected by their 3rand-ch:lldren. Tay

The inseriptions which were recut some. ‘years ago read:. Lpnhih  Aohanies

"Hier ruhet die -vergtorbene" Gross Mutter Veronité l-lochin,
starb im Jahr 1728 "

"Hier ruhen die Gebeine des Verstorben:;t Cross Vaters
[Rudolph Hoch. Er starb d. 8 Jan, Jahr 1748." o
gg:htm 0{ Liestal {n Basle’ Canton is the home of an establiahed Swiss fam:Ly
seach?tgr ing with Hans Hoch in 1542). Arnold Seiler's "Stammbaum der Burger-
Anothe:c ter von Liestal"; '1908, gives ‘no ¢lue “absut Rud6lph and ‘Melchior ' “Hoeh,

Cant Hoch family in. Switzerland stems from the town of Willisau in Lucerne
°n; Hens Hoch of Willisau was a mercenary soldier :Ln the late-15th century.




g “SOHAYNES HOCH: (Rudolph)

8,, or John, Hoch was born abroad (1700) and aceanpan:l.ed hi.e :
arents wg::a:;:y'entgretea £0. Pemyl.vani.e. After his marriage (1720) %W and:
: ve to Oley from the French Créek area of the Schuylkill River, near the PE
' -?:oenmule.,“re.. ‘he built a ).ogu:‘::ee on his land. This structure ‘is:
" have been used as a community :str 1d during Indian raids. It was. ﬁee
by f£ire in 1868 when it vas a ‘tool house for the farm, It stood about £
portheast of the present stone house residence eracted by . his son: Abrahm
In Bertolet's "Reminiscences of Oley" there is a sketch of an old log hous on_l:he
Hoch farm said to have been built by former occupants of the land, the £ir
Oley. An addition to the stone house was made in 1811, Again in 1889 a tmodel- :
l1ing occurred, Modern improvements have since been made. A smell.a\et.‘one ‘house;;:jonce
used as a ?ehool is still standing on the property. John L, Hoch® , ‘gon of Gj,degn !
A, D. Hoch’, now lives on this old homestead property, See appendi.x A-t §£o_ the
chain of title to t.hi.s plantation ;

When Christopher Sauer, ptlnter in Germentown. i.esued the now-raxe'
edition of the Bible in 1755% , John Hoch purchased a number of copies for hl_a_ :
older children. The only copy of these Bibles knowm to be in the poeaeee;lonz £ l;i.e_
descendants in the 20th censury was owned by Mrs. Gomer Rees of North I-?alee. ;
a descendant of Daniel Hoch”?, Igthgt Hoch3. a younger daughter of Jﬂhﬂ n“
ceived his Bible that was publi.ehed in Nurnbers. Germany in 1765. This she wil'
to her younger brother- Abraham, In it the names and dtg of birth of the ehﬂd

of Johannes Hoch were entered. 'I‘he i.neide front cover ha the fouowi.ng en ‘
German ecrip: weit

Deborah Hoch. born Hey 6 1721 £ 8 '
Samuel Hoch; bo¥n Maxch 1. 1723 7 :
Rudolph Hoch, born September 1, 1725

Daniel Hoch, born May 4, 1728 - e £
Maria Hoch, born Decembe¥ 2,./1730 - i
Magdalena Hoch, born December 2, 1730

John Hoch, born March 6, 1733

Hannah Hoch, ‘born May 8, 1735 a

Jacob Hoch, born December 16, 1738

Esther Hoch, born September 4, 1742

Abrahan Hoch born September 5, 1745

Dates of death are recorded on the hwer half of the ius:l.de of l:he fr
cover as follows:

The children's grandmother dleﬂ 1n the yeet of our Lord, 1128.

1748, the 8th of January. the chudren s grendfather. Rudolph Hoeh. died.-,:_,} _
1763, the 22nd of Febmry. 4:he ehi.ldren 8 moth . Susanna. l-loch, df.ed,: s

in the 65th year of her _age.

1763, on the 1lth day of March, the children's brother, Johgnngg Boch,
died, in l:he 30th year of hia age, ! e R

1766, the 21st of Nevember, their sister Esther Hueh died, in the
24th year of her 8ge.. .

1777, the 1llth of July, the children's father,. Johennes' died in the
77th year of his age.

¥ Titled "Das Neue Tes:ement. - Vetteuucht von D, Martin Luther.. "' ete,
** Reputedly to Susannah Herhei.n. | ' r\




-

A=l

This H\h:nbepg Bible (1765j 1o éur:enl:ly: 1n-poésus.louo_£ tra, Barl Dy,
Rhoads (Laura Hoeh 7) of Manatawny; Pa, - e v s S

hannes Hoch was naturai&gﬁ._by,theirromml cnurl:l.nl?”.nerece
a land i:rnnt-for 50 acres on March 31, *7_33.‘.:0n November 10, 1741 he bough
- tract of 266 acres in Richmond Township; " on June 18, 1742 he took:a mort

tgage o
the farm of Derick Hill to secure & loan of 160 pounds. He sold land: in Oley to. -
nis son-in=law Jacob Keim on Jume 12, 1753 ™* g4 801d the 266 scres in Willow

pale (Richmond Township) to his son Daniel -Hoct:n._

In 1761 John Hoch erxected a mill in Oley. A: tax list of Oley T&unahip for.
1767 lists Hans Hoch as owning 130 acres, 5 horases, 4 ‘cattle, 10 gheep,

Land in Maidencreek was. purchased from Jghnr._ﬂim_ (Book 1, page 51) and
land in Oley from Valentine Steckm(nook 2, page.383), In 1761 John Hoch sold:
land in Oley to his son John, Jr." = and land in:Maidencreek:to. his son Jacob
(Book 2, page 328, and 334), : . vl ;

Jobn Hoch?« will, dated August 14,.1769, is veproduced.in the eppendix A~iv. -

Pa. in a book written by deMarsay,™ ¥

DEBORAR . HOCH” (John?, Rudolph!) was born at Swedeland mear Pottsgrove on
May 6, 1721, and was married to John DeTurck May 13, 1740, The latter was tha’only
gon of Isaac DeTurck and Anna:Maria Weimgr, From this union spring\all the
De Turcks in America. Deborah Hoch and John:DeTurek: both were of: the £ixet. gengras.
tion of their respective families in America, They began a family and a tradition,
Their marriage is spoken of as the Great Wedding,. It took place at the Hoch home- :
stead, From the signatures on the marriage certificate, it is evidant that the |8
wembers of both families asseubled for the festivities. They married. in the pra=- |
sence of George Boone, Bsquire, father of ‘the famous woodsman, Daniel Boone, '~ -
appily the certificate of marriage has been'preserved. It is in the keeping of
Hiss Laura Hoch of Reading, Pa, THe harrisge vas apparently conducted according
to the manner and custom prevailing’ among: the Quakers, The wedding was presente
in & pageant in 1940 at the John Hochhmea'trgsd. John DeTurck is listed among'
tepresentativea at the Oley Conference Wik hich met at his home, as a Mennonite,:

By this we understand that he, like his mothe ia, was a "New Born"
Mennonite, FHFRbE gl o w. e ey b SIS

* Recorded in Patent Book A, vol, 9, page 504 (at Philadelphia). el
** Book 1, page 45 and Bodk 2, page 337. For patent to this tract see Patent
Book A, vol, 7, page 138, S R S L 13,
** Baok 2, page 176 .and 828 ' o oy,
ik Charles Hector de St. Georges, Count de Marsay (1688-1753) was a French
religious "irregular" vwho 1lived in the Palatinate of Germauny,

"k See Appendix v  on Da!utck "Vﬂa:mily. T
Wik See appendix A- 111 on Oley Conferenge of 1742 ‘ '
"ok See appendix A - xiv on Newborns

An autograph of Johannes Hoch is in the Schwenké¥eldex I-"'h'm;3?‘-_-’9?‘-,“’“‘!;-:; |




AMUBL:HOCH? (Rudoiphly”

Semuel Hoéh‘"'the younger gon' of Rudblphl 7 "‘eLborn abroéd’in 1702°
accompanied- hi.s parénta-and’ brothéet when they’ emigiaf:ed‘ tovAmeriealiHe
Sakah 'Bauman,” the' only child and heir" &t 1aw of Mathias Batman 3@0 2
leader-of" the ‘religious’ sect: called ‘the New-Borde, eﬁneerniné Bafve!

nephevr’ ‘Abrahai Hoch®wrote in his memorandum’on’the f&nily”"kud
two sons, haméd ' John' and" Segmel 'About"" theyear 1725 Rudolph’moved:

dey
Toimship;; Berks County, on the farm on-which I etill 1live. After thie hie son
Samuel married and moved on the farm in oley near the eo-call.ed Moravian
Schoolhouse." ¥ Here is the definite 'statement that Samuel Hoch lived for a

time with his father in Oley,.

The will of Mathiaa Baumen, dated February 17 1727 bequeethed
land to his: daughter Sarah and.half to his: wife: Cateri.ne. Since he died 4n ...
1727 the marriage: of. Samiiel Hoch was after this date but before 1730 when I:he
widow, who had married John Peter Anders. sold her half of the’ plentation in
Oley to Samuel Hoch. Thus:all 'the’ lands  of Mgthias. Bauman came into the -
possession of, samuel. Hoch end his wife Sarah Bauman.. ‘Mathias Bauman was bur:l.ed
on his ferm, the fi.ret one i.n it:hie cemetery plot. 32, U¥3%.  she mars fed !

P. 136) Anothen patent to Samuel Hoy is dated Septemrgg 2 ik
A, vol, 8, p. 1), These lands were in; Oley, then. Philade-lp__,____z

house was built.
1862,

Samuel Hoch deeded lend for a schoolhouse (July 17 ,-71756) and elso deeded

land to John 0ke1y of Bethlehem for the use of the Moravian congreg ation for
additional eem_ ‘ery purpoee " The building ‘erected ‘on’ the land was used For
religious services and a8 a school, but’ later services were discontinued, In
the 20|:h century it was owned.by 01e5r Township.but; occupied by Daniel Moyer.

The Oley: Moravian Church:Recordicontains ientries of the: baptiam o,ﬁ Samuel
Hoch and his daughter Maria: "Samuel Hoch was_baptized, on April 24 1757 by
Mathias Hehl, ‘and was receive 0 ‘the’ con i itio nec T
first time May 23, 1759, et Rwladph =)

"Maria Peter daughter of Samuel Hoch, and wife of Abraham Peter, was
baptized in the’ Gemein Haus''on April 24, 1757 ‘by Augustus Spargenberg) ‘and
received into the congregation at the same time., She communed for the first
time May 23, 1759."

Bccounts of the daughters,; .of Samuel Hoch will be presented before taking
up the descendents of his eon, Daniel Hoch, whose family has continued the

name of Hoch.

HARIA HOCH PETER . ..,' ;<
MARTA HOCH3 (Samuel2, R“dﬂlphl) was born February 14 1726 and married

on September 24, 1742 to Abraham Peter of Oley. ‘She and her fatthier ‘we e g

received into the fellowahip of ‘the Moravian congragation by' beptiem L e

April 24, 1757. She wrote her ‘name as Mary High 1n 1740 when she gigned: the

marriage certificate of her ‘cousin Deborah Hoch. Her husband Abraham Peter

tfa::ii]:.he son of Engel Peter and Catharine. Hartkopf See append A-xv
Y. ; ;

N See appendix A-xiv,: Hﬂthiaa Baunan: &rid’itha’ "New-Borne" :
** T Sng“ a mile south of Fﬂedensburs. See ﬂppendix A-iiy the oley Con-
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