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HE AMERICAN Colonies became the asylum

for people who turned their backs on Europe
for various reasons. In the seventeenth and
elghteenth centuries many were forced to leave their
fold homes because they could no longer adhere to

he1r faith and were subjected to considerable op-
fpression. For such reasons members of the family of

&. humacher (Shoemaker) left Kriegsheim, in the
EPalatinate, in the last third of the seventeenth century
w nd found a new home in North America.

b« Inquiries from America have asked about the

forated from the Palatinate to America about 1685;
_.;u all investigation proved fruitless. Laws per-
"'?Q_a aining to the Baptists, preserved in the General
Archlves of Karlsruhe for 1664—-5' have information
bout these men, but not about their parents and
.']* ancestry. Thus the opinion developed that
nost Palatinate Mennonites, if not all, came from
iSwitzerland. Dr. Bender wrote in the preface to
'1 fennonitenverzeichnissen: ‘‘So far as is known, all
he Mennonites of the Palatinate originally migrated
: nto that region from Switzerland after the year 1650.”
- Here only an accidental discovery brought light.
'i his resulted when Dr.. Walther Risler of Krefeld
earched the records in the State Archives of Dussel-
orf concerning the Mennonites of Siebengebirge,

kvork. In these abstracts was found repeated mention
f the names Schumacher, including Peter and George.?

¢ That there were Baptists already in the sixteenth
entury in the mountainous districts of Léwenburg
at Slebengeb1rge) is shown in the Concept of Cologne
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r ncestry of Peter and George Shoemaker who emi-
“names that of Schumacher did not appear.

ubmlttmg his abstracts to the author of the present

y the fact that the Baptist groups of Friesland and
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High Germany united. Their confession was signed,
among others, by Jan Koch, for the congregation in
Hauffen (Honnet), and Casper von Dollendorf. Hon-
nef and Dollendorf are localities on the Rhine. At
that time they belonged to the government of [.éwen-
burg, in the Dukedom of Berg. (L6wenburg is today
a ruin in the Southern Siebengebirge.)

In a Visitation of the Archbishopric ot Cologne in
1569 numerous Baptists were found in the Cologne
section of Siebengebirge.

Through a descendancy controversy Woligang
Wilhelm of Pfaltz-Neuburg acquired the Dukedom
of Jiillich and Berg and became a Catholic. Then
the oppression of the Baptists was renewed. In
1623 and 1624 and often before, the Baptists of the
Siebengebirge assembled at night in a thicket. Armed
officials scattered them. Some were arrested. These
revealed the names of the others. There had been
more than fifty in these assemblages. Among the
But 1n
a list of Baptists of October 25, 1638, were named,
among others from Dollendort and Oberkassel, Arnold
Reusen and Johann Schumacher.

This Arnold Reusen (or Rosen) is identical with
Arret (Arnold) Schumacher, who married Neesgen
(Agnes) Rosen and lived on land in Niederdollendorf
which he had inherited after the distribution of the

‘Rosen estate from his father-in-law; and thus, accord-

ing to the custom of the time, he took the name of
Rosen. In Dollendorf he owned a house, land, garden
and vineyard. The Mennonites were still permitted
to live in this locality.3

The successor of Wolfgang Wilhelm, named Philip

- Wilhelm, issued, December 30, 1659, a sharp order
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that those resident Anabaptists who engaged in trade
or possessed considerable property must leave the
land within two years or if not possessed of wealth
then they must leave within six months. This applied
to the widow of Arndt Schumacher. He had died
in 1652.

Prior to the issuance of this order a record was
made of the Anabaptists in 1652 in the government
of Lowenberg, together with their possessions, and
this was submitted to the rulers. In this were listed:

Niederdollendorf—Niesgen Reusen, with all her
possessions and 710 Thaler Cologne debts, and Peter

Schumacher (her son), who lived on the magistrate’s

estate in Hangelar and had no property of his own.
- Oberdollendorf— Johann  Schomecher, Gottert
Schomecher, Theil Schomecher. Peter Schomecher,
all with their property and their debts.

Apparently Arnold Schomecher also was from
Oberdollendorf and came to Niederdollendorf through
his marriage relationship. But his connection with
the Schomechers of Oberdollendorf is not clear, his
parentage not being known.

The widow of Arnold and her children now had to

roam the land after they had sold their possessions
in Siebengebirge. On February 15, 1655, there ap-
peared before the court of Oberdollendorf Agnes,
widow of Arnold Schumacher, deceased: Theiss
(Mathias) Bonn, her son-in-law, and her children,
Peter and George Schumacher, both of age; and minor
children, Arnold, Catherine and Adele, (Arnold was
the child of Arnold and Agnes; Adele the child of
Theiss Bonn; there is some doubt about Catherine).
They sold to the Ducal Inspector Gerhard von Bonn
all their possessions in Ober- and Niederdollendorf
and in the Sovereignty of Konigswinter.t Besides
the sum of 1440 Thaler paid them, the buyers agreed
that the mother and the six children were to have
free passage in the ship to Mainz. This indicates the
direction toward the Palatinate. _ |

Are the sons of Arnold Schumacher, Peter and
George, the persons of like names who later lived in
the Palatinate? | W

Peter who emigrated to America in 1685 was a
Quaker. In 1659 there appeared in Kriegsheim an
Englishman named William Ames, missionary for the
Quakers. He won some Mennonite families to his

way of thinking. Among these listed in the General
Archives of Karlsruhe are the names of George and
Peter Schumacher.?

In 1679 appeared two Quaker ladies from Holland
who in Kriegsheim distributed a Quaker tract printed
in Amsterdam in 1670. One of the women undertook
to preach, to the annoyance of the town’s clergy.
Five Quakers subscribed for the tract, including
Peter Schumacher and Jérg (George) Schumacher.

A record of Mennonites in the government of Alzey,
in 1664, does not mention Peter and George Schu-'
macher. (A Jorg Schuhmacher was not the George
Schuhmacher already ment1oned) It may be under-
stood why their names are not in the Mennonite list
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- this point to show that Peter and George were sons

when it is recalled that they were Quakers at th
time and not Mennonites. They had not hesitate d
to pay the tax imposed for being permitted to resrd
in the land, and also one-tenth of the high rate res
quired in Worms and on claims by the local pasto g
but they did make objection to the payment of ‘4
special Turkish tax and did not take their turn a
standing guard as did members of the recogmz li
congregations.
Then the government began conﬁscatmg the1
cattle, wine and produce and sold them, and thel
neighbors envied them because of their riches, soj
that the differences between them, the Palatmat
officials and their non-Quaker neighbors becam
keener. |
While the record of 1664 did not include the
Quakers, the record of 1685, under Krlegsherm
these names, identified as ‘‘Quakers here’’:
19—Georg Schuhmacher "
~ 20—Peter Schuhmachers Wittib. (widow)s -
This 1s incorrect because in 1685 Peter's wife was
dead and therefore he was a widower. (Witwar,)
George was not living in 1684, for on August 11,3
1684, an ofhicial in Hochheim reported to the Alzey
government concerning the Quakers in Kriegsheim,§
reckoning the taxable possessions of Peter Schumacher“
at 450 florins and of George Schumacher’'s widow at
626 florins.5 3
Perhaps the word “Wittib” after Peter's name mf
the record of 1685 is a misreading and should apply#
to the previous individual—George Schumacher.
Until 1685 Peter Schumacher and George's w1dow;
lived in Kriegsheim. On May 8 of that year three
Quakers made a visit to the government of Hochhelm
to which Kriegsheim belonged. One of them was ]
Peter Schumacher, widower, aged in his sixties. They%
sought permission to leave the country and go to
Holland, with their possessions.
Peter Schumacher arrived in Pennsylvania in Oc-
tober, 1685. There he died in 1707, at the age of 85.%
His sister-in-law, Sarah, widow of his brother
George, followed him to America, with her chlldren, .
arriving in Pennsylvania. 20th of First Month, 1686. i
Her daughter Sarah had- come over with her uncle
Peter, in 1685.7
A Quaker Jacob Schumacher, came to Pennsyl-
vania in 1683, with Francis Daniel Pastorius, and 'fm
became Pastorius’ servant. He was unmarried at
that time. That he unquestionably came from | ?
Mainz suggests he was one of the Kriegsheim Quakers
and perhaps a relative of Peter and, George. Further
than this nothing positive is known about him.
Conclustve evidence has not yet been presented at

of Arnold Schumacher, of Siebengebirgen. To en- i
deavor to answer this question baptismal records of
the Palatinate in the General Archives of Karlsruhe -

may help. Examination of these records shows the
following: |

In 1664 these Mennonites were [tving within the f
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. domain of the government of Alzey, they or their

. ancestors having come there from the government

E  of Léwenburg about 1655: _
Kriegsheim—QOswald Schumacher (Probably
§  Arnold), Peter Ottges, Matthes Bonn.

4 Osthofen—Peter Schumacher.

Wolfsheim—Thomas Rohr, Stephan von Nieder- .

dollendorf, a courtier.

k- Harxheim, near Zell—]Jérg Schumacher.

¢  Heppenheim, auf der Wiese—Gerhard Schuh-
i macher, Thiel Schuhmacher.

- After the laws against the Anabaptists were en-
'i} ~acted 1n Hesse, the State Archives of Darmstadt

b listed these Mennonites in Heppenheim: Gerhard

f_i,__-TSchuhmacher, Thiel Schuhmacher (he came to this
E land thirteen years ago), Joh. Schumacher.8

i * Lists for 1665:

' Kriegsheim—6—Matthias Bonn; 14—Arnold
Schuhmacher; 16—Peter Schuhmacher’s adopted son,
£ Rohr Otto (or Peter.) Quakers here: 19—George
¥ Schumacher; 20—Peter Schuhmacher’s Wittib.

i  Wolfsheim—24—Thomas Rohr; 25—]ohannes
¢ Schuhmacher; 290—Tilman Kolb.
Osthofen=—59—Peter Schuhmacher.

b . After scanning the Mennonite and Quaker names
b for the government of Alzey for 1664 and 1685, it

i may be stated that all or nearly all the Schumachers

of 1652 and 1655 living in the two Dollendorf regions

~ are now placed in Alzey by the later reckoning.

1. The now rather numerous Quakers, including
Peter and George’s widow, are in Kriegsheim. Peter's
adopted son, Rohr, apparently came from Léwenburg.

2. Peter Schumacher, in Osthofen, named in 1664
and 1685, 1s a Mennonite and cannot be considered
identical with the Quakers of that name. He is the
Peter listed in Oberdollendorf in 1652.

3. Jorg Schumacher, in Harxheim, and Gerhard,
in Heppenheim, it may be surmised, were near rela-
tives, while Thiel and Johannes, in Heppenheim, under
Wolfsheim in 1685, still lived in Upper Dollendorf in
1652,

4. Arnold Schumacher is the younger brother of
Peter, being a minor in 1655.

5. Matthias Bon"n, in Kriegsheim, is a valuable
clew. He is surely the brother-in-law of Peter and
George Schumacher who in the sale of 1655 is termed
the son-in-law of Niesgen Résen, (Agnes Résen)

‘mother of Peter and George.

It 1s therefore proved that all or nearly all the
Schumachers came from the government of Ldwen-
burg in the Palatinate. Persons of other families took
a like course. In 1664 a Stephen of Niederdollendorf
appears. Rohr and Peter Ottges, who were in Kriegs-
heim in 1664, came from there. In 1656 subscribers
at a visit to the Duke of Berg included Theiss Beckers,
an Anabaptist, previously a subordinate in Lowen-

burg, later living in the Palatinate.

[t can no longer be said that all Mennonites of the
Palatinate came from Switzerland. Many were from
Siebengebirge, particularly the Schumachers, Peter
and George’s widow, who became Quakers and left

for America in consequence of the persecutions.

As the privileges of the Mennonites were not re-
newed in 1717, the mass migration began to Penn-
sylvania. Tilman (Dielman) Kolb, the Mennonite in
Kriegsheim in 1685, had married a daughter of Peter
Schumacher, the Quaker. Four of their sons became
Mennonite preachers in Pennsylvania. The induce-
ment for the migration may have emanated from
Tilman’s brother Martin, for he left for Pennsylvania

in 1707, with three younger brothers.

It was a long and laborious journey for the Men-

nonites—from the Siebengebirge, through the Palatin-

ate, leading to America, after persecution and suffering
attaining rest at last.,

Note. This article, is slightly abbreviated from
that which appeared in the February, 1956 number
of ‘“Der Mennonit,” organ of the German Mennonite
Church, published at Frankfurt on the Main. Peter
Schumacher settled at Germantown in 1685 and
Sarah, widow of his brother George, in Cheltenham
Township, Penna. in 1686 or shortly thereafter.
There are many descendants of these two early immi-
grants still living in the area.

‘There has always been a controversy as to the origin
of the Quakers at Kriegsheim, as it has been known

(Continued on page 26)
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From Kriegsheim to
Pennsylvania (Continued from page 9)

« time that they were newcomers to theg
region. Some outsiders claimed they came there fromg
Switzerland ; others from Holland. This article would
appear to disprove, at least as far as the Shoemakersj
are concerned, that they came from either Switzerland
or from the land now included under the sovereigntyg
of the Netherlands. Many immigrants trom this
gion did, however, speak the “Platt Deut'sch”orlo@}
German dialect. There was no Kingdom of 5
Netherlands in existence in those days, and the Low}
German dialect was in common usage all the way down§
the Rhine from its estuaries to the Palatine Elec-

torate.,

for som
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Women’s Permanent
Emer genCY ASS’n - (Continued from page 10)
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r
complete them.” The Bedding Committee had col-
lected its own fund with which to buy materials and §
apparently is not included in the total mentioned
above. At the June 13th meeting, Mrs. Rumney an-
nounced that 120 sheets and 200 pillow cases from
St. Peter’s Church were at the disposal of the Com-

mittee. . | | *%

At the last meeting held at this time on June I‘Jth,,j1
it was unanimously voted to form an independent or- *
ganization so on this date in 1889 the Women'’s Perai
manen.t Emergency Association of Germantown camef
into being with the officers of the Relief Commltteefj
continuing to serve. Mrs. William Wister of Belﬁel_dfg;j.

R

gave the first donation toward a fund to be used in'}
future emergencies. The new organization has con-
tinued to the present time and was destined to be: {
active through three wars and in many other minor}_;i;%f

catastrophes.
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